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We are on the ancestral land of the 
Mvskoke (Muscogee) people and the 
ᏣᎳᎫᏪᏘᏱ Tsalaguwetiyi (Cherokee, East) 
people.

Land recognition

https://native-land.ca/maps/territories/muscogee/
https://native-land.ca/maps/territories/cherokee/


I am not indigenous 
and am definitely 
missing perspectives. 
The point of this is to 
get you to thinking 
about how to include 
indigenous 
perspectives and 
issues in your 
reporting and ask the 
experts. 

NAJA

https://najanewsroom.com/


https://www.reportforamerica.org/service-projects/


Why do I care?

LAND



ALREADY IN THE NEWS
● Grand Staircase-Escalante and Bears Ears National Monuments

● Great American Outdoors Act

● Keystone XL Pipeline

● Indian Boarding Schools

● Record tourism levels

● Oil and gas extraction

● Temperatures, seasons



TOUCHES NEARLY EVERY BEAT
● Business/economy

● Environment and climate change (duh)

● Social justice

● Criminal justice

● Education

● Government

● Breaking news

● Human interest

● Etc.?



● Climate change is one of the most important 
topics we cover -- it permeates everything

● Human-land relationship mindset
● How are you covering climate change 

already?
○ Focusing on land, add humans, vice 

versa
● For BOTH urban and rural reporters
● Ask where! Place is so important
● Water is life.
● People don’t “believe” in climate change, they 

just don’t understand it.

CLIMATE CHANGE FOR EVERYONE



TAKE
AWAYS

Understand, 
not believe

People don’t 
understand climate 
change, not believe

Story 
ideas

Hoping to give you 
several 

ideas/datasets!

How can your 
reporting contribute 
to the conversation?

Relationships

Humans and land are 
not mutually 

exclusive

Sense of 
place

Always ask the 
question “where?”

Whose 
land?

Who has the right to 
make a decision 
about the land?

Solutions



PUBLIC 
LANDS 
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Why they matter to your coverage



Federal

Department of the 
Interior, USDA

Non-profit

Conservations, 
organizations, coalitions

Local

Counties, cities, towns

Private

Citizen or business

State
Both the actual state and 

the state branches of 
federal agencies

Tribal

Reservation or sacred site
(co-management?)

TYPES OF PUBLIC LAND



Why it matters to your coverage

RECREATION 
& TOURISM
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Economy

Locals, transient room tax

Nature

Trail overuse, campfires, 
nearby cities, water, etc.

Development

Zone changes, 
government regulations

Traffic

Emissions, parking, road 
closures

Housing

Short-term rentals v. 
locals

Crowds

Traffic, grocery stores, 
attractions, parking

EFFECTS OF TOURISM



INDIGENOUS 
ISSUES 
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Why they matter to your coverage



Whose land?

Stolen land, reclamation?

History

Cultural and sacred sites, 
names, treaties, trauma

Human rights

Water, internet access, 
healthcare, MMIW/P

Jurisdiction
Sovereignty, intergovernmental 

relations, tribal councils, 
non-federally recognized

Reservations
Is it enough? Infrastructure 

funding, assistance, etc., 
energy impacts

Good news!

Stray the focus away from 
just bad news

INDIGENOUS ISSUES



● Water
○ Use per area, per person, in what way
○ Algae, toxins (DEQ/EPA)
○ Drought, lake levels dropping

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/wu#:~:text=Water%2Duse%20data%20is%20collected,0%22%20and%20%225%22.
https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/harmful-algal-blooms
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools


● Human waste (both FOIAs)
○ Trash AND excrement
○ Vandalism (petroglyphs)

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Vegetation
○ Invasive Species
○ Soil degradation/failure to thrive

● Wildlife
○ Roadkill (FOIA)
○ Endangered and invasive species 
○ Birth and death rates of wildlife
○ Stressed and starving

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.fao.org/soils-portal/soil-degradation-restoration/en/
https://www.fws.gov/program/endangered-species


● Traffic
○ Parking
○ Congestion
○ Roads and infrastructure (Mt. Carmel 

Tunnel)
○ Buses and shuttles
○ Rental cars
○ Regional transportation issues
○ (DOT and BTS)

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.transportation.gov/data
https://www.bts.gov/


DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Search and rescue 
○ Medical reasons (inexperienced hikers)
○ Missing people/overdue hikers

■ Investigation reports! (FOIA)
○ Suicides (FOIA)
○ Costs of SAR (FOIA)
○ Equipment and staffing (many are 

volunteer)

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Recreation
○ Bouldering, climbing, hiking, etc.
○ RVS and van life 
○ Glamping v. tent camping
○ Minorities in the outdoors
○ Camping

■ Permits given
■ Campfires and wildfires

○ How many people (IRMA)
■ What type of people? (spontaneous v. 

planned, veterans or greenies)

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-hold-listening-sessions-advancing-equity-recreation
https://irma.nps.gov/STATS/


DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Economies
○ Labor shortage
○ Housing
○ Hotels/Airbnb
○ Restaurants 
○ Shops
○ Events and festivals
○ Ghost towns/dispersal
○ Lack of international visitors

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.census.gov/topics/housing.html
https://travel.utah.gov/forever-mighty/what-is-forever-mighty


● Staff
○ Instability 
○ Mental health (mask mandates, 

harassment)
○ Housing
○ Transient Room Tax
○ Guides and tours, may not provide all

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.bls.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/by-the-numbers.htm


● Locals
○ Jurisdictional issues
○ Indigeneous v. homesteaders v. newcomers 

v. tourists
○ Farming or old businesses 
○ Grow or die
○ Whose land is it anyway?

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Planning Commissions/Land Use Authorities
○ Zone changes
○ Applications for glamping or development
○ Grant applications (also tourism offices) 

■ Follow the money!

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



● Skies
○ Dark sky communities
○ Air quality

■ Vehicle emissions
■ Nearby refineries or cities

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data


● Orphaned oil wells
● Temperatures, weather, seasons
● Disasters and FEMA
● Boundary maps
● Archaeology and paleontology

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-administration-announces-115-billion-states-create-jobs-cleaning-orphaned-oil
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cdo-web/
https://www.climatesignals.org/
https://www.fema.gov/about/reports-and-data/openfema
https://www.usgs.gov/news/technical-announcement/mapping-public-lands-united-states


● Trails
○ Overuse of trails/trampling
○ Cost of repair/rehabilitation

● Human waste
● Economies 

○ Transient room tax, economy
○ Tourism offices

● Housing
○ Short term rentals
○ Housing for employees
○ Locals

DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



DATASETS/STORY IDEAS

● Treaties/boundary lines
● Original name changed, purpose changed
● Sacredness taken away, destruction of sacred sites
● Internet access
● Health
● Economy: Navajo coal plant 
● Missing persons
● Covering of tribal councils and/or administrations
● Protests
● Whose history are we telling 
● Happy things too! Not just all bad news
● Use Google Scholar for data and leads and SciLine to 

get for quick experts!

https://www.bia.gov/service/mmu
https://www.sciline.org/i-need-an-expert-now/


DATASETS/STORY IDEAS



SOLUTIONS

https://www.solutionsjournalism.org/


SOLUTIONS
● Timed ticketed entry
● Lotteries
● Permits
● Licenses
● Reservations/Conservati

ons and funds
● Education
● Coalitions and task 

forces
● Lobbying

● Grants
● Follow through

○ What does success 
look like for you?

● Shuttles and electric 
vehicles, regional 
transportation

● Applications for 
developments

● Dispersal
● Empowering locals, tribes
● Capacities



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik

THANKS!
Do you have any questions?

ksophiewill@gmail.com; kswill@thespectrum.com 

617-888-0900 (Also Signal + WhatsApp)

ksophiewill.com 

@ksophiewill

AUDIO RECORDING OF THE SESSION: 
https://otter.ai/u/FpKMXMrHQY5S36S3DT_2edCydBY 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:ksophiewill@gmail.com
mailto:kswill@thespectrum.com
http://twitter.com/ksophiewill
https://otter.ai/u/FpKMXMrHQY5S36S3DT_2edCydBY

